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The Topic of This Month

U.S. presidential election and the Ukraine scandal

One year before the U.S. presidential election, Congress began an impeachment investigation
into President Trump. The focus is on the Ukraine allegations that Ukraine has been unduly
asked to investigate Mr. Biden in exchange for military assistance. The opposition Democratic
Party will seek to regain more support by obtaining criticism to President Trump through public
hearings in the impeachment investigation. President Trump denies the allegations and aims for
re-selection against a backdrop of strong economies and jobs.

"The Ukraine scandal”, suspicion on abusing President

Trump's power.

“The Ukraine scandal" refers to a suspicion in which President Trump asked in a telephone
meeting with the Ukrainian president in July to investigate a scandal surrounding former Vice
President Biden, who is a leading candidate for the Democratic Party presidential election, in
exchange for military support. There are allegations of violations of the U.S. campaign finance
law, which prohibits calling on foreign powers to support the election, and abuse of authority to
use security issues for their own political interest.

The scandal surrounding Mr. Biden is that Mr. Biden, at the time of the former Vice President,
asked for the dismissal of the prosecutor-general who was investigating Ukrainian gas
companies where his son served as an executive. Mr. Trump has denied the allegations and
claimed that Biden and his son have made improper profits in Ukraine.

Democratic Party pursues an impeachment investigation,

President Trump prepares for a thorough fight

The Democratic Party intends to embark on an impeachment charge against the Ukraine
allegations of abuse of power by President Trump for political purposes. Through these
investigations, Democratic Party will strengthen their pursuit of President Trump and seek to
bring about a change of government by attracting the support of the President's critical voters.

On the other hand, President Trump and the ruling Republican Party is trying to fight thoroughly
in anticipation of the presidential election next year. The two parties are becoming increasingly
conflicting with tactics.

Attention should be paid to the conduct of inquiries on

iImpeachment at the Congress.

The House of Representatives, which is majority owned by the Democratic Party, started public
hearings on Ukraine scandal on September 13. A number of senior government officials, who
had testified on the allegations in undisclosed manner, testified openly. The impeachment
investigation is now in the important phase. However, since the Republican Party is the majority
of the Senate, it is unlikely that President Trump will be dismissed through an impeachment
process.

President Trump has maintained a stable approval rating in the range of middle of lower 40%
based on a public opinion survey, due to the favorable economy and the employment situation. In
the next year's presidential election, the course of the impeachment investigation of the Ukraine
scandal and who the Democratic Party nominates for the candidate are likely to influence.
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